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I ntroduct ion

Th is  repor t  covers  the  per iod  f rom the  AGM in  Oc tober  2023  to  the

AGM in  November  2024 .  In  tha t  t ime  the  Soc ie ty  has  seen  a  change  in

i t s  co re  o f f i ce rs ;  re -wr i t ten  our  Cons t i tu t ion ;  pub l i shed  Vo lume 77 ,  a

second  vo lume on  Medieva l  Ep ig raphy ;  and  launched  our  new

membersh ip  d r i ve .  We a lso  hos ted  the  f i r s t  o f  ou r  “H idden  Arch ive ”

v is i t s ,  v i s i t i ng  the  fasc ina t ing  summer  exh ib i t i on  o f  Mer ton  Co l lege .  

The  pas t  year  has  a lso ,  sad ly ,  seen  the  dea th  o f  Dr  Ka te  T i l l e r .  Ka te

was  a  member  o f  the  Soc ie ty  fo r  fo r t y  years ,  and  la t te r l y  a  member  o f

the  Counc i l  and  Cha i r  o f  the  Soc ie ty .  Ka te  was  a  generous  donor  to

the  Soc ie ty ,  suppor t ing  the  second  ed i t i on  o f  the  H is to r i c  A t las  as

we l l  as  the  d ig i t i sa t ion  o f  ou r  pub l i ca t ions  (bo th  o f  wh ich  a re

ment ioned  la te r ) .  We recorded  our  g ra t i tude  to  Ka te  a t  the  2023  AGM

by mak ing  her  a  l i f e  v i ce -p res iden t  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  we  a re  on ly  so r ry

tha t  she  had  such  l i t t l e  t ime  to  en joy  i t .

Th is  Repor t  fea tu res  upda tes  on  Soc ie ty  f i nances ;  our  ac t i v i t i es  f rom

the  pas t  year ;  and  our  some in fo rmat ion  on  how these  ac t i v i t i es

suppor t  ou r  work  go ing  fo rwards .  

A  p r imary  p iece  o f  work  o f  the  Counc i l  i n  the  pas t  year  has  a lso  been

to  amend our  Cons t i tu t ion .  The  sugges ted  changes  a re  de ta i led  in

th is  repor t ,  and  inc lude  an  inc rease  in  the  accoun tab i l i t y  o f  the

Counc i l  to  the  w ider  Soc ie ty  membersh ip ;  s tandard ises  many  o f  ou r

p rac t i ces ;  and  more  c lose ly  a l igns  the  Soc ie ty  w i th  gu idance  f rom the

Char i t y  Commiss ion .  



the counc il

In  2023  the  Soc ie ty ’ s  Counc i l  was  jo ined  by  Dr  Tom Dobson  as

membersh ip  sec re ta ry  and  in  2024  by  Ian  Johnson  who has  taken

over  f rom Ke i th  Par ry  as  the  Soc ie ty ’ s  t reasure r .  O ther  members  o f

the  Counc i l  a re  Chr i s topher  Fance ,  Deborah  Hay te r ,  Mat thew Ho l fo rd ,

L indsay  McCormack ,  Ke i th  Par ry ,  Ju l ian  Re id ,  Adr ienne  Rosen ,  S imon

Town ley  and  Mike  Webb.  The  Soc ie ty  i s  seek ing  a  sec re ta ry  to

succeed  Arabe l la  S t  John  Parker .  I f  any  member  i s  in te res ted  in  th i s

ro le ,  p lease  con tac t  the  cha i r  a t  cha i r@oxrecsoc .o rg  

The  Counc i l  has  a lso  taken  the  dec is ion  to  d iscon t inue  pub l i sh ing

wi th  Boyde l l  and  Brewer .  Desp i te  the  h igh  qua l i t y  o f  the i r  p roduc t ion ,

the  cos t  o f  pub l i ca t ion  i s  beyond  the  resources  o f  a  sma l l  soc ie ty .  For

fu tu re  pub l i ca t ions  we  w i l l  be  seek ing  an  a l te rna t i ve  pub l i sher .

The  Soc ie ty  was  represen ted  a t  the  OxPas t  even t  in  Banbury  in  June

2024  and  in  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  H is to r i ca l  Research  H is to ry  Day  in

November  2024 .

In  2023 /24 ,  the  Soc ie ty  Counc i l  have  o rgan ised ,  o r  represen ted  the

Soc ie ty ,  a t  the  fo l low ing  even ts :  

H idden  Arch ives  V is i t :  Mer ton  Co l lege  (June  2024)

OxPas t  (June  2024)  

Our  f i r s t  Book  G iveaway  (Sep tember  2024)

The  Ce lebra t ion  o f  Dr  Ka te  T i l l e r ,  Ke l logg  Co l lege  (Sep tember

2024)

mailto:chair@oxrecsoc.org


merton college ’s  h istor ic  l ibrary & summer 2024 exh ib it ion

kellogg college ’s  portra it  of dr kate t iller ,  obe



publ icat ions

2023/24  saw the  pub l i ca t ion  o f
the  Soc ie ty ’ s  77 th  Vo lume.
Medieva l  Insc r ip t ions :  The
Ep ig raphy  o f  the  County  o f
Ox fo rdsh i re  was  ed i ted  by
Jerome Ber t ram and  E l i zabe th
Gemmi l l .  A  compan ion  vo lume
to  Vo l .  74 ,  Medieva l
Insc r ip t ions  the  Ep ig raphy  o f
the  C i t y  o f  Ox fo rd  (pub l i shed
in  2020) .  th i s  vo lume
comple tes  th i s  record  o f
med ieva l  ep ig raphy  found
th roughou t  the  coun ty .  The
Soc ie ty  i s  espec ia l l y  g ra te fu l
to  Dr  E l i zabe th  Gemmi l l  fo r
comp le t ing  the  vo lume a f te r
the  dea th  o f  F r  Je rome Be t ram
in  Oc tober  2019 .

The  Soc ie ty  has  a lso  made th is  vo lume ava i lab le  to  members  o f  The

Monumenta l  B rass  Soc ie ty ,  and  The  Hera ld ry  Soc ie ty ,  a t  a  d iscoun ted

cos t .  Toge ther  the  two  vo lumes  a re  an  unr i va l led  con t r ibu t ion  to

med ieva l  ep ig raphy  and  a  fasc ina t ing  su rvey  o f  the  med ieva l  coun ty .

In  add i t i on ,  rev iews  were  pub l i shed  o f  Mar t in  We l l i ngs ’s  2023  vo lume,

Method ism in  V ic to r ian  Ox fo rd :  The  Ox fo rd  Wes leyan  Loca l

Preachers ’  Book  1830-1902 ,  these  have  been  un i fo rm ly  pos i t i ve .

Espec ia l l y  no tewor thy  i s  the  rev iew in  the  Journa l  o f  Re l ig ious

H is to ry ,  L i te ra tu re  and  Cu l tu re ,  which  commented :  

“Mar t in  Wel l ings  has  opened up new genres  of  texts  that  g ive

ins ight  in to  the  work ing l i fe  o f  c i rcu i ts .  He  is  to  be  h ighly

congratu la ted  on the  book which  is  a  s ign i f icant  resource  for  the

study of  Methodis t  h is tory .”



The fu tu re  pub l i ca t ions  p lanned  by  the  Soc ie ty  inc lude  Bampton
Ves t ry  M inu tes  1730-1858  ( fo r  2025)  and  Char lbury ’s  N ine teen th
Centu ry  Br i t i sh  Schoo ls  as  we l l  as  a  second  ed i t i on  o f  the  H is to r i c
A t las  o f  Ox fo rdsh i re  ( f i r s t  pub l i shed  as  vo l  67  in  2010) .  The  H is to r i c
A t las  has  been  ou t  o f  p r in t  fo r  some t ime and  the  upda ted  ed i t i on  w i l l
i nc lude  rev ised  a r t i c les ,  maps  and  new con t r ibu t ions .

The  Soc ie ty  con t inues  to  we lcome sugges t ions  fo r  fu tu re  vo lumes ,
wh ich  can  be  submi t ted  to  the  Soc ie ty  th rough  i t s  on l ine  fo rm,
ava i lab le  a t  h t tps : / /ox recsoc .o rg /con tac t .  
 

D ig it isat ion
The dec is ion  to  d ig i t i se  the  f i r s t  71  vo lumes  o f  the  Soc ie ty ’ s
pub l i ca t ions  has  been  an  impor tan t  even t .  Ear l i e r  th i s  year  the
Soc ie ty  unve i led  i t s  new webs i te  wh ich  enab les  members  to  down load
a l l  77  vo lumes  p roduced  by  the  Soc ie ty  th rough  the i r  un ique
Member ’s  Login .  Th is  space  a lso  enab les  members  to  upda te  the i r
addresses ;  renew the i r  membersh ip ;  and  to  op t  fo r  d ig i ta l  membersh ip
(espec ia l l y  use fu l  i f  you ’ re  shor t  o f  book  space ! ) .  

The  new webs i te  a lso  has  a  news sec t ion  wh ich  p rov ides  members
w i th  access  to  the  regu la r  Fami ly  H is to ry  Federa t ion ’s  Rea l l y  Use fu l
Bu l le t in  as  we l l  as  news such  as  the  d ig i t i sa t ion  o f  Ox fo rdsh i re  maps
covered  by  the  BBC.

In  add i t i on  to  th i s ,  Vo lumes  1 -71  a re  f ree ly  ava i lab le  to  a l l ,  ensur ing
tha t  the  Soc ie ty  fu l l y  meets  i t s  a im o f  advanc ing  “ the  educa t ion  o f  the
pub l i c  in  the  sub jec t  o f  H is to ry ,  and  to  fac i l i t a te  h is to r i ca l  research ,
by  the  pub l i ca t ion ,  d i s t r ibu t ion  and  in te rp re ta t ion  o f  records  re la t ing
to  the  h is to ry  o f  the  County  o f  Ox fo rdsh i re ” .



membersh ip

In  the  pas t  twe lve  months ,  ou r  membersh ip  has  g rown s l igh t l y ,  and
now numbers  159  -  137  o f  wh ich  a re  in  Br i ta in .  I t  i s  hoped  tha t  new
marke t ing  mate r ia l  and  the  o f fe r  o f  add i t i ona l  membersh ip  ca tegor ies
w i l l  i nc rease  v is ib i l i t y  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  l ead ing  to  a  fu r the r  inc rease  o f
members  in  the  nex t  year .  We w i l l  a l so  be  s tandard is ing  our
subscr ip t ions  in  2025 ,  w i th  a l l  i nd iv idua l  subscr ip t ions  renewing  on
01  January .  Our  new membersh ip  ca tegor ies  inc lude  the  op t ion  fo r
‘d ig i ta l  on ly ’  membersh ip ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  have  a  ‘ j o in t ’  membersh ip ;  an
‘under -25  o r  s tuden t ’  membersh ip ;  and  the  op t ion  to  ‘g i f t ’
membersh ip .

Un fo r tuna te ly ,  the  Counc i l  has  been  ob l iged  to  inc rease  membersh ip
ra tes  fo r  the  coming  year ,   a l though  th is  i s  the  f i r s t  i nc rease  in  ra tes
s ince  2018 .  Th is  a lso  b r ings  our  ra tes  in  l i ne  w i th  o ther  loca l  record
soc ie t ies ,  many  o f  whom are  subs id ised  by  loca l  o rgan isa t ions  and /o r
do  no t  o f fe r  an  annua l  vo lume.  New ra tes  can  be  seen  on  our  webs i te
a t  www.oxrecsoc .o rg / jo in .

f inance

Dur ing  the  las t  F inanc ia l  Year  (wh ich  ended  on  31s t  December  2023)
expend i tu re  exceeded  income by  £3721  -  the  resu l t  o f  spend ing  on
the  p r in t ing  and  ma i l i ng  cos ts  in  connec t ion  w i th  vo lumes  75 ,  76  and
77 .  Dona t ions  o f  £11 ,500  were  rece ived  fo r  work  on  the  H is to r i c  A t las
and  £2000  fo r  the  p ro jec t  to  d ig i t i se  our  records .  The  to ta l  funds  o f
the  Soc ie ty  a t  the  end  o f  the  per iod  were  £30 ,895  o f  wh ich  those
res t r i c ted  fo r  spec i f i c  use  ( the  D ig i ta t ion  p ro jec t  and  as  s ta ted ,  the
H is to r i c  A t las  p ro jec t )  were  £13 ,928 .

Dur ing  2024 ,  £2213  has  been  spen t  on  the  A t las  Pro jec t  and  near l y
£1700  on  ma i l i ng  cos ts .  Membersh ip  income has  he ld  up  resu l t i ng  in
a  su rp lus  o f  i ncome over  a t  the  end  o f  Sep tember  o f  £5 ,362 .

A  number  o f  changes  have  been  made to  the  way  f inances  a re
managed.  These  cen t re  on  an  in te rne t -based  accoun t ing  sys tem,
Xero ,  wh ich  l i nks  d i rec t l y  in to  our  d i f fe ren t  bank  accoun ts  and  a lso
in te r faces  w i th  the  Soc ie ty ’ s  webs i te ,  th rough  wh ich  now
membersh ips  a re  managed and  sa les  o f  pub l i ca t ions  e f fec ted .  As  our
ma in  bank ing  fac i l i t i es ,  th rough  Barc lays ,  a re  now in te rne t  based  we
have  moved  away  f rom cheque  payments .



const itut ion
As was  ment ioned  in  the  in t roduc t ion  to  th i s  Repor t ,  the  Counc i l  o f
the  ORS have  amended our  Cons t i tu t ion ,  pend ing  the  approva l  o f  th i s
AGM.  Recommended changes  inc lude  

the  remova l  o f  the  sys tem whereby  the  Secre ta ry  i s  no t  a  member
o f  the  Counc i l .  Ins tead  the  Secre ta ry  w i l l  be ,  l i ke  o ther  o f f i ce rs ,  a
member  o f  the  Counc i l  and  a  t rus tee .  
The  remova l  o f  the  requ i rement  fo r  Counc i l  members  to  s tand
down a f te r  a  spec i f i ed  per iod ;  th i s  wou ld  be  p rob lemat i c  fo r  the
opera t ion  o f  the  cu r ren t  ed i to r ia l  commi t tee .
The  s tandard isa t ion  o f  membersh ip  app l i ca t ions ,  and  the  Soc ie ty
year .  
The  fo rma l i sa t ion  o f  ou r  Annua l  Genera l  Meet ing ,  wh ich  inc ludes
the  repor t ing  o f  f i nanc ia l  mat te rs  and  the  appo in tment  o f  an
independen t  examiner ,  and  the  ab i l i t y  fo r  the  Soc ie ty  (Counc i l )  to
meet  v i r tua l l y  when  necessary .  

The  p resen t  Cons t i tu t ion ,  as  we l l  as  the  new (2025)  Cons t i tu t ion ,
have  been  p rov ided  as  separa te  documents  fo r  th i s  Meet ing .  
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Accounts
m

oney held in the folloiwing accounts: ca, Barclays Com
m

unity account; ba: Barclays Business account; pp Paypal; sw: Scottish W
idows.

1Subscriptions received in the Barclays account have been listed as thos for 2023 and those for 2024.

2Postscript purchaed copies of the old atlas for sale and the m
oney received w

a splaced in the Businees account

3M
ailing and postage w

as done separate from
 B&B as w

e could not m
eet their requirem

ent to release the em
ail addresses of m

em
bers

4Gift Aid to be obtained, once necessary perm
issions form

 HM
RC are in hand

Total incom
ing less total outgoing

Represented by:

Barclays Com
m

unity account (ex current account)
Barclays Business account (ex saver account)
Scottish W

idow 7 day account
Scottish W

idows FTB
Paypal
Total Bank deposits

Change 2023 less 2022

Book Stock
Debtor from

 2022

Total Assets

Digitisation
2023 year
c.f from

 2022
4caca

rem
aining funds for use in 2024 

History Atlas
2023 year

4ba

ream
aining funds for use in 202ba

Total restricted funds for use in 24

500

un rest ri cted
-88

4237
12000

318
16467

-3721

13928

2217

restricted
1783

12145

200
0200
01783

12145

12145

13928

500

30895

total1695
12145

4237
12000

318
30395

-3719

500

10773
139

8909
12000

293
32114

32614

2000

2000

2000

2000

2000

12773
139

8909
12000

293
34114

500

34614
No te s

Balance Sheet
Restricted Funds
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The  Ox fo rdsh i re  Record  Soc ie ty  i s  a  Reg is te red
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